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David Greenspan 
(Performer)
David Greenspan has long been associated with the work of Transport Group, 
notably his solo renditions of The Patsy and Strange Interlude; and with the Lucille 
Lortel Theatre in his solo rendition of Four Saints in Three Acts. He has appeared 
in his plays Dead Mother, She Stoops to Comedy, Go Back to Where You Are, I’m 
Looking for Helen Twelvetrees, The Bridge of San Luis Rey, The Memory Motel and 
his solo plays The Argument and The Myopia. He has performed solo renditions 
of Gertrude Stein’s lectures Plays, Composition as Explanation and What are 
Masterpieces and worked with many contemporary playwrights, drawing 
particular notice for Some Men, revivals of The Boys in the Band and Faust and the 
initial production of On Set with Theda Bara here at The Brick. His honors include 
a RUTHIE and six OBIES.

Joey Merlo
(Playwright)
Joey Merlo is a New York Foundation for The Arts playwriting fellow and the 
artist-in-residence at The William Steeple Davis House in Orient Point, NY. He 
is a theatre maker and educator who has worked all over the world including 
Greece, Peru and Ghana. Upcoming projects include: Midnight Coleslaw’s Tales 
from Beyond The Closet at The Tank this June 2024. Joey’s work has been made 
possible with support from Eureka!, Dixon Place, Theaterlab, Abingdon Theater 
Company, where he was a playwright-in-residence, and through grants from The 
Pu!in Foundation, The Merchant & Ivory Foundation and New York Foundation 
for the Arts. They hold a BFA from NYU, Tisch’s Experimental Theater Wing and an 
MFA from Brooklyn College. www.joeymerlo.com | @joejoemerlo 

Jack Serio
(Director) 

Jack Serio recently directed the critically acclaimed production of Uncle Vanya 
staged in a Flatiron loft. His production of Ruby Thomas’ The Animal Kingdom 
is currently making its U.S. premiere at The Connelly Theater Upstairs. Prior to 
that, he directed the U.S. premiere of Rita Kalnejais’ This Beautiful Future at The 
Cherry Lane Theater. A New York Times Critic’s Pick, the production transferred 
O!-Broadway after a twice-extended, sold-out run at Theaterlab. His work has 
been seen at Playwrights Horizons, Ars Nova, Clubbed Thumb, 59E59 Theaters, 
Cherry Lane, Theaterlab, The Brick, Theater for the New City, and The Pearl 
Theater Company. He is the Development Associate for Aasif Mandvi’s Fat Mama 
Productions, a member of the 2019 Lincoln Center Directors Lab and the 2019-
2021 SDC Foundation Observership Class. BFA: NYU.  www.jackfserio.com



Frank J. Oliva
(Scenic Designer)
Frank J. Oliva is an award-winning Cuban-American Stage Designer. With Jack 
Serio: On Set With Theda Bara (Exponential Festival, Henry Hewes nomination), 
This Beautiful Future (Cherry Lane / TheatreLab), Our Town, Kin (Playwrights 
Downtown) and Alone, Together. Recent work includes world premieres and new 
productions with Geva Theatre, The Shed, Clubbed Thumb, Weston Playhouse, 
Two River Theatre, Miami New Drama, GALA Hispanic Theatre, Area Stage 
Company, Gablestage and The Cincinnati Symphony. Associate Designer on the 
recent Broadway productions of The Collaboration, Hangmen, Oklahoma!, and 
West Side Story. Winner of Carbonell, Innovative Theatre and Silver Palm Awards, 
and the 2021 OperaAmerica Director/Designer Prize. His work has been featured 
at the Prague Quadrennial of Performance Design and profiled in VoyageMIA and 
Visa Magazines. Member of Wingspace Theatrical Design, United Scenic Artists 
and a proud graduate of NYU. Frank lives and works in New York City.
www.frankjoliva.com  @frankjoliva

Stacey DERosier
(Lighting Designer)
The Animal Kingdom (Connelly Theater Upstairs), Daphne (LCT3), All the Devils 
Are Here (DR2 Theater), The Refuge Plays (Roundabout Theatre Company), No 
Good Things Dwell in the Flesh (A.R.T./NY), The Half God of Rainfall (NYTW), 
Uncle Vanya (O’Henry), The Wizard of Oz (American Conservatory Theater), 
Regretfully, So the Birds Are (Playwrights Horizons), How to Defend Yourself 
(NYTW), On Set with Theda Bara (Exponential Festival), Cornelia Street (Atlantic 
Theater Company), Where the Mountain meets the Sea (Manhattan Theatre 
Club), Weightless (The Women’s Project), This Beautiful Future (Cherry Lane), 
Fat Ham (Public Theater & National Black Theater), Wedding Band (Theatre for 
a New Audience), sandblasted (Vineyard Theatre/WP Theater), Head Over Heels 
(Pasadena Playhouse), The Last of the Love Letters (Atlantic Theater Company), 
Lewiston/Clarkston (Rattlestick Playwright’s Theater), 2018 Lilly Award Daryl Roth 
Prize recipient.

Avery Reed
(Costume Designer)
Avery Reed is so excited to be back at the Brick! Recent credits include: On Set 
With Theda Bara (The Brick), Macbeth/A Midsummer’s Night Dream (Double 
Feature) Patience (Second Stage), Buggy Baby (APAC), GNIT (TFANA), Ransom 
(Arts On Site), Water Cooler Siren Song (Little Island/HERE), Only Human (St. 
Clements), Dishwater Blonde (Torn Page), Indeed, Friend! (Clubbed Thumb/
Playwrights), Sweeny Todd (Piper Theater), Linthead (SMP), Hippolytos 
(Fischer Center), Everybody (RU), The Tempest (Lenfest), ADMIX (NYCI NYCB), 
Appalachian Spring (Dance Theater of Harlem), Brut Force (Brut Force LLC), 
Martin Eden (Kingdom County Productions). MFA NYU Tisch. 
www.averyreed.com 



Brandon Bulls
(Sound Designer)
Brandon is a sound designer and composer based in Brooklyn. O!-Broadway: 
Sabbath’s Theater - The New Group (Assc.), Primary Trust - Roundabout Theater 
(Assc.), Elyria - Atlantic Theater (Assc.), Des Moines - TFANA (Assc.), Fiddler on 
the Roof - New World Stages (Assc.), Camp Siegfried - Second Stage (Assc.), 
Wedding Band - TFANA (Assc.). O!-O! Broadway: Phatasmagoria - The Tank, 
The Fantastic Fellowship - Frigid New York, Scouts - The Players Theater, Home 
Street Home - Possibility Project. Regional: The Half-God Of Rainfall - American 
Repertory Theater (Assc.), American Prophet - Arena Stage (Asst.), Der Ring 
Gott Farblonjet - Columbia University, A Walrus In The Body Of A Crocodile - 
Williamstown Theater Festival, Tempo - Williamstown Theater Festival. www.
brandon-bulls.com - IG: @brandycandybulls

michal V. mendelson
(Stage Manager)
Michal V. Mendelson- Michal is delighted to work with Transport Group again. 
Her NY credits include: Lucille Lortel, Primary Stages, Theater Breaking Through 
Barriers, St. Ann’s Warehouse, Pomegranate Arts, Rattlestick Theater, The Flea 
Theater, New Georges, Red Fern Theatre, TerraNova Collective, New Dramatists, 
The Pearl Theatre, Studio 42, Ensemble Studio Theatre, Dog-Run Rep, and Worth 
Street Theatre. Regionally, she has worked at The Kennedy Center, Studio Theatre, 
Wellfleet Harbor Actors Theatre, Berkshire Playwrights Lab, Passage Theatre and 
Fairfield Theatre.

LUNER ECLIPSE PRODUCTIONS
(Production Manager)
Broadway; Ivo Van Hove’s West Side Story, Pretty Woman, Indecent, The 
Illusionists: Witness The Impossible. National Tours; On Beckett, The King & 
I, The Illusionists. Regional; Becoming Nancy, Roman Holiday. O!-Broadway; 
Emmett Otter’s Jug-Band Christmas, The Unsinkable Molly Brown, I Can Get It For 
You Wholesale, JOB, Fiasco’s Pericles, A Commercial Jingle For Regina Comet, 
Imogen Says Nothing, Gloria: A Life, Accidentally Brave, The Patsy & Native Son. 
Additionally, Luner Eclipse is the Production Manager for the Junior Theatre 
Festival, the world’s largest celebration of young people performing musical 
theater. Chris Luner is the Artistic & Managing Director of Upper Darby Summer 
Stage, named one of the top five theatre summer camps in the country by Playbill. 
Chris is the producer of Ranch Water, an Indie award winning film. Wagner College 
Alum. For Terrance. @Chris_Luner @LunerEclipseProductions

EVERYMAN AGENCY
(Press Representative)
Everyman Agency is a communications firm promoting complex ideas, mostly 
in the arts. Founded by John Wyszniewski, Everyman Agency builds awareness 
and provokes action for cultural organizations and individual artists by putting 
impactful storytelling, strategic thinking, and meaningful relationships at the 
heart of its work. Clients include Ars Nova, Axis Theatre Company, HERE, Keen 
Company, Lucille Lortel Theatre, Ma-Yi Theater Company, Target Margin Theater, 
and TheaterWorks Hartford, among others. www.everymanagency.com



Jack Cummings III
(TG Artistic Director)
Jack is the Co-Founder and Artistic Director of Transport Group Theatre 
Company.  Select Transport Group credits: Edward Albee’s A Delicate Balance, 
Broadbend, Arkansas, The Trial of the Catonsville Nine, Summer and Smoke 
(co-production with Classic Stage Company), Renascence (co-directed with 
Dick Scanlan), Queen of the Mist, The Audience, Three Days To See, Marcy in 
the Galaxy, See Rock City & Other Destinations, Strange Interlude, I Remember 
Mama, Normal, Once Upon A Mattress, Picnic, The Boys in the Band, Almost, 
Maine, Our Town.  Other NY credits include world premieres: Terrence 
McNally’s And Away We Go (Pearl Theatre Company), 1,000 Words Come 
To Mind and Arlington (Premieres Inner Voices), Jason Gotay’s Where You’ll 
Find Me (Audible at The Minetta Lane), and Used Records (Wagner College). 
Regional: Benny & Joon (Old Globe Theatre, Paper Mill Playhouse), I Remember 
Mama (Two River Theatre), A Streetcar Named Desire (Gretna Theatre).  BA 
College of William & Mary, MFA University of Virginia.  Married to Barbara 
Walsh.

Denise Dickens
(TG Executive Director)

Denise Dickens joined Transport Group in 2019. Denise previously served 

as Producing Director of Abingdon Theatre Company. Prior to her move into 
the arts, she was a member of the marketing and investor relations team at 
MidOcean Partners. Denise is the line producer for 3 Sisters, a hybrid theatre 
& film installation project filming in August 2022. She served as Associate 
Producer on the musical Triassic Parq and the play Unnatural Acts, the latter at 
Classic Stage Company where she has served on the board of directors from 
2012 to 2019. Denise also serves as the Assistant Treasurer on the Roxbury, CT 
Democratic Town Committee.

Hannah Oren
(TG Artistic Producer) 
is a theatre producer who currently serves as Artistic Producer for Transport 
Group.  Transport Group credits include Once Upon a Mattress starring 
Jackie Ho!man and Lypsinka, Albee’s A Delicate Balance in partnership with 
NAATCO starring Mia Katigbak, and Summer and Smoke starring Marin Ireland 
in partnership with CSC, among many.   Additional theatre credits include 
Kate Berlant’s Kate.  Video producing & directing credits include Mind’s Eye 
Producing, “The Drama Desk Awards”, Yellow Sound Label, illustrator Ken 
Fallin, Ghostlight Records, and more.  

Caridad svich
(Lortel Artistic Director for New Play Development) 
Caridad Svich is Artistic Director of New Play Development at the Lortel. 
They are a playwright, translator, lyricist, screenwriter, editor, and educator. 
Her works have been seen at venues across the US and abroad. Recipient 
of many honors, among them The Dramatists Guild Flora Roberts Award, 
OBIE for Lifetime Achievement, American Theatre Critics Association Primus 
Prize, NNPN Rolling World Premiere, National Latine Playwriting Award and 
a Harvard/Radcli!e Institute Fellowship. Screenwriter of the film Fugitive 
Dreams, based on her play, now streaming on Apple Tv and Amazon Prime. 
Newest book: Toward a Future Theatre (Methuen Drama).



Transport Group
(Producer)

Artistic Director JACK CUMMINGS III
Executive Director DENISE DICKENS

Transport Group is an o!-Broadway theatre company that stages new works 
and reimagined revivals by American writers.  Transport Group’s work has been 
called “storytelling at its purest” by The New York Times, “at once faithful and 
irreverent.” Since the company was founded in 2001 by Jack Cummings III and 
Robyn Hussa, Transport Group has produced 33 shows: 17 new works, 16 revivals, 
three New York premieres, and six commissioned works.  Transport Group has 
received a special New York Drama Critics’ Circle Award, three Drama Desk 
Awards including a special Drama Desk Award “for its breadth of vision and its 
presentation of challenging productions,” nine Obie Awards, an Outer Critics 
Circle Award, three O!-Broadway Alliance Awards, and a Dramatists Guild Award. 
In addition, Transport Group’s productions have received 46 Drama Desk Award 
nominations, eight Drama League Award nominations, four Lucille Lortel Award 
nominations, six Outer Critics Circle Award nominations, nine American Theatre 
Wing Design Award nominations, nine O!-Broadway Alliance Award nominations, 
four Audelco Award nominations, and a Tony Award nomination.

Lucille Lortel Theatre 
(Producer)

Executive Director GEORGE FORBES
Artistic Director of New Play Development CARIDAD SVICH

Lucille Lortel Theatre’s mission is to foster both new and established artists, 
increase awareness and appreciation of O!-Broadway, and uphold fair and 
equitable business and artistic practices in service of creating a larger, more 
diverse community of theatre makers and audiences. The Company builds on the 
legacy of its founder, Lucille Lortel (1900–1999) who was a champion of work by 
Samuel Beckett, Caryl Churchill, Athol Fugard, Jean Genet, Adrienne Kennedy, 
Larry Kramer, Terrence McNally, Marsha Norman, Sam Shepard, and Wendy 
Wasserstein. In addition to its O!-Broadway theatre, which has been in continuous 
operation since 1955, the Company is renovating a three-story carriage house in 
Chelsea that will act as the Company’s new headquarters. Its programs include 
The Alcove at the Lortel, a commissioning and development program for early and 
mid-career playwrights; the 121 Project, a bespoke development program for new 
musicals; NYC Public High School Playwriting Fellowship, Fellowships in NYC 
Theatre at Bennington College, Dangerous Acts: A Series Uplifting Black Writers 
from Our Past (in partnership with HBCUs), Lucille Lortel Awards and Playwrights’ 
Sidewalk, Internet O!-Broadway Database (IOBDB.com), and Non-Profit Theatre 
Strategic and Management Services. For more information, please visit 
www.lortel.org.
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Sanders 
New Works 
Program
In this permanent endeavor, The Joanna & Steven Sanders New Works Program 
will foster new plays and musicals in preparation for full production. The program 
supports playwrights, librettists, and composers through every step of the process 
from first draft to final dress, letting each work dictate its tailored course of 
development through commissions, readings, writers’ retreats, demos, and fully 
staged workshops, among other elements of the development process. Transport 
Group is committed to carry all commissions through to production in upcoming 
seasons after robust development via The Joanna & Steven Sanders New Works 
Program.

The Joanna and Steven Sanders New Works Program solidifies Transport 
Group’s ability to support artists during development and with an eye toward 
full productions.  Prior to the institution of this program, Transport Group has a 
long history of new works; from the ambitious, 46-actor, 30-author The Audience 
(2005), to a commission of one of the most celebrated modern composers: 
Michael John LaChiusa’s Queen of the Mist (2011), to an exploration of poet Edna 
St. Vincent Millay through the perspective of six young artists with a soaring 
score from Carmel Dean in her NYC debut, Renascence (2018).  Transport Group 
also has an acclaimed track record of adapting existing scripts; a compendium 
of William Inge one-acts with Requiem for William, (2003) to a 10-veteran-actress 
adaption of I Remember Mama (2014) to a searing, timely deconstruction of the 
docu-drama The Trial of the Catonsville Nine (2019).  With the generous support 
of The Sanders’, Transport Group will bolster our artistic development, ensuring 
we’re able to produce one-of-a-kind theatrical experiences for our audiences 
season after season.

Joanna and Steven Sanders are proud to give Transport Group artists the 
foundation to realize wholly new world premieres by supporting the entire creative 
process from the playwrights to the librettists to the composers. Bold new works 
of American theatre require holistic creative development where the artists that 
shape a new theatrical piece are free to dream big together and collaborate 
across the disparate disciplines of performing arts. Transport Group has always 
and will continue to focus on the creation of new works that expand the American 
theatrical canon.

To learn more about this program and Joanna and Steven, please visit 
http://transportgroup.org/sanders-new-works-program



EDISON BALLROOM / 240 W 47TH ST. NEW YORK
6:00PM  COCKTAILS
7:00PM DINNER & PERFORMANCES
9:00PM DESSERT RECEPTION

Join us at 
our Annual Gala
MONDAY, APRIL 30, 2024

honoring 
JENNIFER COSTELLO 
AND
JAN SVENDSEN WEISS

BUY TICKETS AT transportgroup.org/gala



Featuring interviews between Caridad Svich and
playwrights and theatre-makers from

Lucille Lortel Theatre’s New Play Development Program

Learn more about the program at https://lortel.org/alcove/

Release Schedule:

Joey Merlo
Available on YouTube

Dan O’Brien
Available on YouTube

Jesus Valles
February 15

Deborah Zoe Laufer
February 28

Eve Leigh
March 15

Amy Berryman
March 30

Mathilde Dratwa
April 15

Andy Bragen
April 30

watch on youtube
https://www.youtube.com/@LucilleLortelTheatre

For more information on our other programs, please visit our website



The Lucille Lortel Theatre thanks all our generous donors, whose 
contributions help make our programs possible.

This program is supported, in part, by public funds from the New York City 
Department of Cultural A!airs in partnership with the City Council.

We gratefully acknowledge our Lucille Lortel O!-Broadway Champions.
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Michael Hecht

Leaders
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Patrons
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Eileen Begg
Donna Karan

Christina Weiss Lurie

Enthusiasts
Louis Antonelli

Daryl Boren
William S. Hoover, MD

James King
Ann Kottler & Richard Schindler

Richard Lynn & Joseph Evall
Marlene Marko Skeist

Ann Miner
Carol Ostrow

Friends
Louis A. Alexander
Jim & Beth Pastor
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